
The aim of this event is to provide resounding evidence that the distinction between art and science in modern 

society is fictitious. We will do so by showcasing three figures of polymaths whose work, be it artistic or 

scientific, benefits from the interplay of art and science.

Eric Demaine is a world-known computer science professor at MIT who, amongst other things, helped start the 

field of Computational Origami, but he is also an artist, some of whose work has been exhibited at the MoMA. 

He uses art to explore the feasibility of some of his mathematical ideas and mathematics to suggest artistic 

ideas, leading, for instance, to paper or glass sculptures.

Anna Hrund Másdóttir is an artist and a mathematics teacher who teaches mathematics to support her

art practice.

Kjartan Emilsson, who is a mathematical physicist by training, uses artistic methods of working and thinking in 

his work as Principal Game Designer and Studio Managing Director at CCP in Shanghai, where he directs the 

innovation and implementation of core virtual world game designs for CCP Games.

SESSION 1

(Chair: Magnus M. Halldorsson, director of ICE-TCS)

        Welcome by Ari K. Jonsson (rector of Reykjavik University)

        Magnus M. Halldorsson introduces the keynote speaker Erik Demaine (MIT)

        Public talk by Erik Demaine (MIT) entitled Folding Paper: Visual Art Meets Mathematics.

Break with refreshments

SESSION 2

(Chair: Þórarinn Guðjónsson, chairman Icelandic Academy of Sciences)

        Talk by Anna Hrund Másdóttir entitled ...Opposites Attract....

        Talk by Kjartan Emilsson entitled Breaking through to the other side.

        Questions from the audience

        Closing words: Magnus and Þórarinn

Refreshments
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